
Environmental Issues 
Environmental stewardship and sustainability are concepts that are growing in importance as the world 
experiences population growth and potential climatic shifts. Florida State University is working to ensure 
its position as a leader in these areas and has many programs that are in place to embrace the various 
concepts. 

• Definitions 

Stormwater 

Stormwater management is a crucial component for the control of runoff and pollution. FSU is located in 
a region that is important in many aspects of water management for this region of the state. 
Stormwater from our campus flows into the regional retention facilities to the south of campus and 
eventually joins other sources and flows into the Gulf of Mexico or helps to recharge the aquifer that is 
the source for much of Florida's drinking water. Based on the size and types of facilities that are on 
campus, a stormwater permit is required by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP). In accordance with our permit, we are required to 
conduct campus activities in such a manner as to minimize and/or prevent stormwater contamination 
and polluted runoff from our facilities. There are a variety of activities that are monitored and controlled 
to help meet the requirements. 

• Illicit Discharges 

Waste Minimization Plan/Recycling 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 
have promulgated policies aimed at protecting the environment through minimization of waste 
materials requiring disposal. In accordance with these policies and as a large-quantity generator of 
hazardous wastes, The Florida State University campus in Tallahassee is required to ensure that steps 
are being taken to reduce or limit the amounts of all wastes generated by our facilities. EH&S is working 
to develop a comprehensive Waste Minimization Plan in order to ensure continued compliance and 
formally document the efforts that are being taken across the entire campus.  

Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has directed all facilities with tanks containing petroleum 
products or animal or vegetable oils that exceed specified volumes to develop and implement an SPCC 
plan wherever potential spills from these tanks could threaten navigable waterways. The definition of 
navigable waterways is such that most every facility located in the southeastern United States is viewed 
as being held to this requirement. Florida State University has an SPCC plan for the main campus and 
facilities at or near Innovation Park, the Mission Road Greenhouse and the Marine Laboratory at Turkey 
Point. SPCC representatives have been appointed for all the respective Departments whose facilities are 
covered in this plan. Facilities, Operations & Maintenance and Environmental Health & Safety share 
responsibility for overall coordination of planning, mitigation and response efforts required by the SPCC 
Plan. In the interest of sound environmental stewardship and ease of implementation, all permanent 
petroleum storage tanks are included in the University SPCC response plan. Entities installing new tanks 
should contact Facilities, Central Utilities (644-6754) or EH&S, Chemical Safety (644-7682) in order to 
ensure that these tanks are properly registered and included in SPCC response plans.  

https://extranet.fsu.edu/sites/safety/safetywiki/Wiki%20Pages/Environmental%20Issues%20Definitions.aspx
https://extranet.fsu.edu/sites/safety/safetywiki/Wiki%20Pages/Illicit%20Discharges.aspx

